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EUROPE AT THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

GERMANY, BY W. H. EDWARDS, CONSUL-GENERAL AT BERLIN J 

RUSSIA, BY J M. CRAWFORD, CONSUL-GENERAL 

AT ST. PETERSBURG. 



I.— GERMANY. 

The Fatherland will be well represented at the Chicago 
Exposition. 

For nearly a year past has the indefatigable Imperial Commis- 
sioner, Privy Council Wermuth, devoted all his time, as well as 
that of numerous assistants, to this work, and his efforts are 
gradually shaping and finishing the work into the grandest and 
most thorough display that German industries and arts ever 
made at any foreign exhibition. 

The German Government eai*ly recognized the importance of 
the occasion. The great commercial relations of the two countries, 
as well as the ties of blood and friendship, which have ever drawn 
them together, forbid anything but the most hearty participation 
in the American enterprise. 

Herr Wermuth, who had already proved his capacity for such 
work at the Australian World's Fair, was chosen to take charge 
of- the matter. He went to Chicago last fall, consulted with the 
authorities of the Fair, and then returned to Germany to com- 
mence work in earnest. The German Government proposed, and 
the Reichstag granted, a subsidy of one million marks, which was 
soon followed by an additional grant of two million marks, thus 
making a total amount of three million marks ($750,000) available. 

There were, at first, some slight objections on the part of 
certain industries and in various localities against the Fair, but 
these were overcome by the persistent efforts of the Commissioner, 
assisted by the Government. The Kaiser himself, who, indeed, 
had always shown a marked liking for America, took every oppor* 
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tunity to promote the enterprise, so that to-day every department 
of German life and industry is engaged in preparations for the 
Chicago Exhibition. Some 250,000 square feet of floor space will 
in all departments be taken up by German exhibits. The Indus- 
trial Building will be occupied to the extent of 100,000 square feet, 
and in the Machinery Hall, 30,000 or 40,000 ; in the Art Building, 
20,000 ; and in the Electric Building, 20,000 square feet, will be 
needed. Similar spaces are required in the Agricultural and Hor- 
ticultural Halls and the Department of Mining. 

The Railway and Transportation Department will also be thor- 
oughly represented. One of the chief, if not the main, exhibition 
of German skill and industry will be made in the textile branch. 
The celebrated hosiery and glove manufactures of Chemnitz, its 
"fast black " dyes, and its great carpet manufactures will be thor- 
oughly represented. Crefeld will contribute silks, satins, and 
velvets ; Plauen and Greiz, cloths, dress materials, and diagonal 
goods ; Zittau will show its laces, and Annaberg its embroideries. 
Linen goods from Bielefeld and from Silesia, the celebrated cloth 
factories on both sides of the Rhine, and the manufactures of 
Alsace will all add to the display. 

Musical instruments will come from all over Germany — Plauen, 
Berlin, Leipzig, Dresden ; in fact, all the centres of the musical 
trade will send their products. The exhibition of chemicals and 
dyes will be very profuse. Drugs to cure the sick, dyes for in- 
dustrial purposes, chemicals of every description and in the great 
variety required by modern life, will be shown. 

The iron and steel industry of the great Westphalia and 
Rhenish manufacturing centres are making efforts for proper 
representation. Machines of every sort, those adapted to the 
peaceful pursuits of mankind, as well as the monster engines of 
war, will be exhibited. Another great display will be that of in- 
dustrial art, which has obtained great proportions in Germany. 
The famous porcelain of Berlin and Dresden, the industrial art 
products of Munich, Carlsruhe; and Hanover will be sent to 
Chicago in large quantities and wonderful variety. 

Art itself, painting and sculpture will be worthily represented. 
The art academies and artists' societies of Berlin, Munich, Dus- 
seldorf, Weimar and Dresden are preparing exhibits. 

The purposes of science will be served by a large display of 
optical and scientific instruments and wares. While the more 
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serious work of life will show itself in these numerous depart- 
ments, childhood will be made happy by a display of toys from 
the Erzgebirge, from Sonneberg and historical Nuremberg. The 
cheapest, as well as the most costly and intricate toys which Ger- 
many produces, will be found in this department. 

The German Government has issued orders to the mining offi- 
cers to send in all the fine specimens of minerals obtainable, i t 
expects to have a great mineralogical collection on view. 

Agriculture will be represented by agricultural machinery, 
specimens of grains, grasses, seed3, fruits, and wines. The pre- 
served fruits of Germany, so justly celebrated, the beet-sugar of 
Magdeburg and other agricultural products of Germany will be 
exhibited. It is also proposed to send over specimens of the fine 
horses and cattle of the German marshes and of Holstein. The 
sight-seer, wearied of the day work, can turn for rest, and possi- 
bly, refreshment, to the department where the grand wines of the 
Ehine and Main and the golden fluid of the Moselle, as well as 
the famous brews of Munich and the foaming weissbeer of Berlin, 
are exhibited. 

In the electrical department the scientific discoveries of Helm- 
holtz and Siemens, made subservient to the uses of industrial and 
every day life, will be exhibited. 

One of the most interesting features of the German display 
will be the Department of Woman's Work. Her Eoyal Highness 
Princess Frederick Charles has consented to act as lady patroness 
of this department. Ladies of the highest social standing, such 
as Countess Piickler ; Frau von Schelling, wife of the Minister 
of Justice ; Frau Delbriick, the wife of ex-Minister Delbruck, 
are giving their names and assistance to the work. The business 
organization is in the hands of Frau Schepeler-Lette, President of 
the famous " Lette Verein," which has done so much for the ad- 
vancement of women in Germany. She will be assisted by 
Fraulein von Keudell, of the " Verein Berliner Kttnstlerinnen ;" 
Frau Director Schrader, of the " Pestalozzi-Frobel Verein ^'Frau- 
lein Louise Fuhrmann; Fraulein von Cotta, of the Victoria 
Lyceum ;" Fraulein HeleneLange ; Frau Louisa Morgenstern, and 
by many other shining lights of German womanhood. The de- 
partment will be divided into four subdivisions, which will show 
the work of women in art, education, domestic work, social and 
Verein work, in the work of charity and of children's care and 
VOL. clv. — no. 433. 40 



626 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

education. It will also show the workings of the Kindergarten 
system and of the Fresh Air Fund, as they are carried on in Ger- 
many. Altogether the " Women's Department " will be a grand 
display of womanly work and practical humanity. 

The German government will construct a separate building at 
the fair grounds to represent Germany and to serve as a central 
point for the German interests. Commissioner Wermuth will 
have his office in this building. A feature of the German exhibi- 
tion will be the " German Village of the Middle Ages," which 
will be built on the " Midway Plaisance " under the auspices of 
the Deutsche Bank of Berlin. It will show the architecture and 
home life of the German peasants of that period and also the house- 
hold industries and German village life of the present day. 

I have merely drawn the outlines of the German exhibits. It 
would far exceed the scope of this article to enter into a detailed 
description of each separate department or to describe any indi- 
vidual exhibit. AVhile much remains to be done, yet the work is 
crystallizing into perfect shape, and there is no doubt that Ger- 
many will have reason to be proud of her exhibits. 

W. H. Edwards, 

Consul-General. 



II.— RUSSIA. 

It mat interest the people of the United States to know that 
Russia will make a magnificent display of their industries at Chi- 
cago in 1893. Everything has been done that can be done by the 
Central government at St. Petersburg to induce manufacturers 
and producers to take part in the great American enterprise. 
Thanks to the timely visit of the World's Fair Commissioners to 
St. Petersburg in the summer of 1891, His Excellency the 
Minister of Finance was induced to look upon the Columbian 
Exposition with marked favor. Largely due to his report, His 
Imperial Majesty, the Emperor, gave an order that all expenses 
whatsoever necessary to make a full and favorable exhibit of 
Russian goods at Chicago should be paid out of the Imperial 
Treasury. These expenses may be summarized as follows:- 

1. Transportation from St. Petersburg to Chicago and return 
of all goods regarded worthy of exhibition. 

2. Insurance of all such ware3 against loss or damage on sea 
or on land. 



EUROPE AT TEE WORLD'S FAIR. 0f7 

3. Expenses of installation and decorations of the goods of 
the Eussian section, including suitable show-cases and furniture. 

4. As all goods designed for the Exposition must be collected 
at St. Petersburg, it has been ordered that all steamboat and rail- 
way companies in the Empire shall reduce their tariff 50 per cent, 
on all such exhibits, from all inland points of European or Asiatic 
Russia to St. Petersburg. 

It will thus be seen that Russian exhibitors will have practically 
no expense in order to expose their products at Chicago. 

In order to guarantee the success of the Russian section of the 
World's Pair, His Imperial Majesty, in a ukase, has appointed a 
special commission to take entire charge of the work of promoting 
a iirst-class exhibit. The members of this commission may be 
named in the following order : 

President : Privy Councellor of State, M. Alexis Baer. 

Vice-President : Basile Timiriasoff, Councillor of State, and 
Vice-Director of the Imperial Board of Trade and Manufacturing. 

Active members : Councillor of State Nicolai Zabouguin, and 
Vice Director of the Department of Customs; Councillor of 
State Valerian Tchernaieff, of the Ministry of Domains ; 
Councillor of State A. Pletnieff, of the Cabinet of His Im- 
perial Majesty ; Councillor of State Nicolai Labsine, Pro- 
fessor of the Imperial Technological Institute ; Councillor 
of State Alexander Dabronitsky ; Councillor of State and 
Secretary of the General Commission Alexis Kobeliatsky ; Privy 
Councillor Leonide Verchoutseff, of the Ministry of War; 
Central Admiral Stephane Makaroff, of the Ministry of 
Marine ; Councillor of State Charles de St. Mere, of the 
Ministry of Public Instruction ; and the Secretary of the Im- 
perial Academy, Count Jean Tolstoi, together with Demetrius 
Yourieff, as representatives of the Academy of Fine Arts. 

All of the leading manufacturers of the Russian Empire, Euro- 
pean and Asiatic, as well as the Committees of Exchange in the 
several cities of Russia, all the Boards of Trade and Manufacture, 
the Governors of all the provinces, have been officially requested 
to make propaganda in their respective districts urging an active 
participation in the Columbian Exposition. The Governors- 
General of very distant districts, as for example, the Caucasus, 
Siberia, Turkestan, Finland, etc., have received due orders 
from the government to use every effort to aid the Imperial 



628 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

Commission at St. Petersburg in this great enterprise. Special 
invitations have been sent to the Archaeological, Historical and 
the other scientific institutions to take part. In fact, every de- 
partment of Eussian interest and industry will be fully represented. 
One may be able to judge something of the magnitude of the 
Russian exhibit from the following summary of the different 
branches of the Imperial Government that will be represented : 

1. The exhibit under the Department of Public Domains, under which 
belong coal and iron exhibits, petroleum districts, agriculture, forestry, fish- 
ing and the like. 

2. Exhibits of the War Department. 

3. Exhibits of the Navy Department. 

4. Exhibits of Public Instruction. 

6. Exhibits of the Department of Appanage. 
6. Exhibits of Ways and Communications. 

Conforming to the request of the directors of the World's Fair 
the model of the first ship of the Russian fleet, built by Peter the 
Great, will be an attractive feature of the Russian section. The 
Ministry of Navy has decided, under special application, to send 
a large number of models of the Russian fleet to Chicago. Sketches 
and models of ships specially constructed for the transport of 
petroleum will also be on exhibition. 

The Ministry of War is preparing a fine collection of various 
military objects, made in the factories and workshops of Russia, 
and a complete set of the military works edited by the War Scien- 
tific Department will be sent to Chicago. 

The Ministry of Public Domains will exhibit a complete col- 
lection of the agricultural products of Russia, including all sorts 
of fruit, vegetables, cereals, wood, and the products of the stone 
and metal mills, as well as the fisheries belonging to the Govern- 
ment. It is intended to make the agricultural branch of the Rus- 
sian section as complete as possible, that planters and dealers in 
agricultural products and implements may have an opportunity to 
judge from personal observation of the state of Russian farming, 
especially as to such articles as are exported by both countries. 

The Ministry of Public Instruction is taking great pains to 
furnish to the visitors of the World's Fair a correct idea of the 
present state of public schools in Russia, covering elementary 
school work, as well as that of the academies, colleges, technical 
and professional schools, gymnasiums and universities. 
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The Department of Appanage will exhibit wines in great var- 
iety, in bottles and in casks, from the immense vineyards of the 
Emperor, and situated in the Caucasus, Crimea and Bessarabia. 

A Special Commission has been appointed under the super- 
vision of the Ministry of Finance to make a complete exhibit of the 
industrial products of the factories of all grades in the Empire, 
especially of such as come within the realm of the Ministry of 
Public and Private Domains. 

As regards exhibits of private merchants and manufacturers, 
I am able to state, from personal observation, that a very general 
participation may be confidently expected, covering almost every 
form of Russian wares, such as enamelled silver, so justly cele- 
brated throughout the world for its artistic designs and beautiful 
workmanship ; Russian bronzes, papier-mache, vases of Siberian 
stones in every variety, hand-wrought rugs and carpets, portieres, 
and hangings ; silken, linen, cotton, woollen and silver fabrics ; 
Orenburg shawls of such fineness that a shawl of fifteen feet square 
may be easily drawn through a finger-ring, leathern embroideries 
in silk, and silver, and gold in Oriental splendor ; fur articles, 
among which will be found some of the finest examples of Russian 
sable and Kamtchatka beaver and silver fox ; glass, and porcelain, 
and terra-cotta wares from the Caucasus ; samovars and copper 
goods, iron bronzes in beautiful and artistic designs for house 
decoration ; Turkish, Caucasian, and Arabic house ornaments ; 
costumes of the different provinces, royal and peasant costumes 
of the several reigns, together with imperial decorations and 
fashions under the different emperors, some of which reach back 
to the time of the czars ; church robes and decorations. 

Textile, gold, silver, copper and bronze manufactures, sugar, 
distilleries, petroleum, agricultural products, and all other great 
industries of Russia, will be represented both by the government, 
and by private producers. The owners of coal mines in the govern- 
ment of Ekaterinoslav will exhibit a number of pyramids to show 
the increase of the coal industry in the Donez-district during the last 
twenty years. These pyramids will show the one-millionth part of 
the actual output from the years 1850, 1870 and 1890. The first pyr- 
amid will weigh a half pood (18 lbs.), and will represent an output 
of 500,000 poods in 1850 ; the second will weigh 15£ poods, and rep- 
resent in 1870, an output of 15,500,000 poods ; and the third 
will weigh 150 poods, representing in 1890, an output of coal of 
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150,000,000 poods. In order to give some idea of the amount of 
coal thus represented, models of the largest Eyptian pyramids 
will be exhibited in the same proportion, and the latter will seem, 
in comparison to the coal pyramids of Russia, like mere toys. 

Largely the result of an earnest appeal made in a beautifully 
worded and model letter written by Mrs. Potter Palmer to Her 
Imperial Majesty, the Empress, a Board of Lady Commissioners 
has been appointed of which Mrs. Vitznigratsky, wife of the late 
Minister of Finance, is the president. Madame Narishkine, one 
of the first ladies of influence in the empire, is a very active mem- 
ber of this Commission, and she has assured me that a very com- 
plete exhibit of woman's work will be made. A set of dolls dressed 
to represent the fashions of the several Imperial Courts of Russia 
from the time of the czars to the present day, and also a set of 
dolls dressed to represent the national costumes of the peasantry 
of European and Asiatic Russia, will be an interesting feature of 
the Woman's Department. This department will contain all 
forms of drawn-linen work, laces in linen and silk, embroideries in 
gold, silver and silk, books, music, paintings, prison-work, 
school-work, patented inventions and peasant-work ; in short, 
everything that woman has done in Russia will be exhibited. 

The exhibition of art in all its branches will be very fine, 
under the supervision of Count Jean Tolstoi. The great marine 
artist, Aivanousky, will exhibit several paintings relative to the 
discovery of America by Columbus. I have seen many of the 
pictures to be sent by the Russian School of Art to Chicago, and 
the collection will be excellent. Such artists as Verestchagin, 
Makovsky, Reiper, Schiskin, and Gruzinsky w ; 'l also be duly 
represented, and will surprise many a connoisseur of art. Those 
who are able to recall the splendid exhibit of Russia at the Centen- 
nial Exposition at Philadelphia will be somewhat prepared to find 
an exhibit at Chicago vastly more varied and magnificent than that. 

The evident feeling of genuine friendship, shown by the Rus- 
sian, of whatever class or creed, for America or Americans, and 
which has become intensified greatly by the humane contribu- 
tions of the American people to the sufferers of Russia during 
the past year, has done much to further interest in this empire 
in the World's Columbian Exposition. 

J. M. Cbawjohd. 



